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812 WAR PROVES NEED OF GOOD ARMY FOR U. S. DISASTERS ARE CITED
i t

Hastily Organized
I f Veterans and

(Continued from First Page.)
fcurniotintnblc prejudice of Congress in
aver of short term enlistments'.
It vvua th.s, tlur. o servlea

of ull the nullna empioj-tne- nt

In tho revolution, thut compelled
Washington to struggle along with what
lie called his "dissolving ann.v. ' It ww
the same thing that led Mr. M. Henry,
tvhen Secretary of War. to say that
'Washington had an amiy of men, but

few soldiers."
i nut after the revolution, when gov-
ernment under the Constitution came to
pe established, almost the llrst mil-
itary legislation of the new Nat'onal
Congress provided for tho practical
plsbandment of the little tegular aino
and evidenced a detei mlniitlon on the
art of the Federal leglslatuie to con-Inu- e

to place Its reliance on the mllltla.

franted All Militia

Fb Receive Training.
was the, spirit behind the act of

May 8. 1792, and It was the Intention of
lhat act to provide a system undo
lyhlch nil the mtUtla of the several

Utcs should lecelvo tialnlng and be-

come equipped for the military service
Jvhlch it declared they owed to their
V'ountr.v.

Theioforc, it provided that every free
jvhlto male eit zeit of military age
Should be enrolled within twelve months
by the commanding officer of tho com-
pany "within whoso bounds such cltl-e- n

shnl! leside."
The entire nation was to be covered

hv this system, and the mllltla weie to
bft "arranged into divisions, brigades,
regiments, battalions, and companies
fs the legislatures of such States shall
Street." V

Hero was the germ of the system of
ftatloiml enrollment and territorial re-

cruitment which trtay yet. In developed
form, provide tho United, States with an
$.deuato nnt'onal dftfense.

But the act of 1792, by seeking to
the system tnroitgh the ou

fnilltla, defeated its own purpose right
at the start. It placed upon the men
individually tho bin den of providing
their own arms and equipment, and It
(aid upon the States the duty of seeing
that tlic obligation was fulfilled.
I But no penalty was provided for fail-
ure of either, and Congress had no

.power to provide such penalty, because
the Constitution had leserved that
gower to the Slates.
i,It Congress had elected to act under

Its own unlimited power Instead of
through the States, the dismal story of
Ute war of 1812 would hac had a very
different character.

For In that case c should have gone
Into that war with something like a
million men who had bad some military
training and had become accustomed to
dbcdlcncc to the strong centralized ty

that is the heait and essence of
successful army otgunlzution and op- -

fatlon. it was, the law was bound to
he a falluio, for no way was devised of
creating an obligation on the part of
the States and of the mllltii to the
Kederal Government that would have
Compelled or Induced the States and
jBcir militiamen to uniform to tho sys-
tem prescribed by the nation.
Bit was a hundted yeais beforo anv
Ipan vas invented that gave ncn slIgKt I

omlse or being able sucressriuiv to
hip thnt devil around the cnnst'i'i-ona- l

stump. The rr front law has
ado a start at it, nut it n.is noi
ne far enough as yet to make it cer-,i- n

that even now we are on the right
read.
provided for Special
Force In 1798.
rwiien war with France threatened in

178S Congicss chose the olher coun--jIj ...i.,.. ui i (,,, . iw.
,. j V V, , injiiiPieo jor wircu venr mm ui nuuii-'- i

ajjd ofllcerod by the President. But the
next vear it went back to militia again'
and provided for 7.000 three months
men, who were not to hcivc out of tho
States In which they lived. This pro-

vision lapsed w hen tho emergency
coded.

This tendency towaid using tho militia
iluiiiiK ull the cars of agita-

tion that pieceded the outbreak of the
war of IMS, and dominated the icglsla- -
tlon In prepaiation for that ttiuggle.

Tho regular ainiv had been 'educed to
little more than nothing In lsufi, when
trie troubles with England were alieady
HUfficlently acute to furnish serious
warning of tho outcome, the regular
army numbered onl.v 2'i7ii men and

a reduction from J.o.'ii In ism.
In 1S0S Cougiess added night regi-

ments to the tegular army, live of In-

fantry and one enc h of light artillery,
riflemen, and dragoons. That was the
establishment when tho country came
faro to face with war.
'Then Congie.-.-s did Just what It al-

ways has done under such ch iMinistancT-- s

turned lwtlly and In seml-panl- c to
tnjlttary legislation anil hurried bills
through one after the other in a perfect
hodge-podg- e, pooily devised and 111 con-
sidered, and with little or no reference
to any general scheme or plan of de-

fense.
Tho regiments authorized In 1S0S had

not been raised by the close of 1811, and
to hasten enlistment Congress voted a
bounty of Sit;, with MO acres of land and
three months' extra pnv, to all JvJv
were honorably discharged after live
years' service

Then came tho act providing for thir-
teen legimi-nt- s of 2 men each, ten of
infnnto, two of artllleiy, and one of
dragoons There was no common plan
of organization. Some regiments con-
sisted ot ten companies, others of eight-
een. Some companies weie of sixty-fou- r

men, otlieis of sixty-eigh- t, and
some of h'O

One ar tiller v leeimciit was composed
of twenty companies in (ie Imttalloim,
two othern of the same number of com-
panies In two battalions One regiment
qf dragoons consisted of eight tioops,
another of twelve troops In two battal-
ions.

Moreover, there was no systematic
staff organization whatever. The sup-
ply departments, without which there
might lust as well be no line, Mmplv did
not exist by nuthnilt.v of law until tho
latter part of Match. lV--'. less than
three months before tho declaration of
Wfir.

Then nu in t was passed tegulaily es-

tablishing the quartet master and com-
missary depai tments, preset Iblng their
duties, and abol. siting the military
agents who had brought the supply of
the arm into chaos.. The oidnaitce de-

partment was not established until the
middle of May, n month before the out-
break or war Yet it is the oidnance
department that supplies an army with
arms and ammunition,

Tho agBiegate ot the ifgiilnr armv
thus author'zed was a little over :!3 001

incn. But that was the foice on paper,
not the force lit the Held. Despite the
bounty and all othet inducements en-

listments wero bo slow that when tho
war opened the total strength of the
regular arm with onlv fi.714.

To command t li ix? iimij and execute
the plans for the capture of Canada
which filled the minds of the leaders of
the war pan.v. the couniry wns roreu
to nly upon it group of veterans of the
war for independence who have leu
described as "old, vain, respectable,
and Iliopubic"

Wlntleld Scott, who won institution in
the war of lr.', and who knew lhes of-ic-

vi ell siiM that mini' f them were
tulifd hv in'empe' slice aid others were
fsunk In s'"t'i " There w ere no men of
tnllltarv lialnlng and education avail-
able for high .oniniand. The Mllltaiy
Acmli-m- v at Wc.--t Point bad ben es-

tablished only half a dozen ears and

Force of Regulars,
Militia Was

Disgracefully Defeated
Its graduates numbered only seventy-on- e.

In view of the slow enlistments In theregulars It was apparent that that army
would not be sufficient for the task ofcapturing Canada, and the leaders of thewar party ItiCoiigress get about piovldlng
moio men. They pioposcd to create a
,4plovlslonal aimy" ot 60,000, and in or-
der to make it perfectly clear that these
men weie not subject to the constitu-
tional restrictions upon the movements
of the mllltla an amendment to the bill
was offered by which each volunteer
was to sign an agreement to serve out-
side the territorial llmltH of the coun-
try. This proposition was beaten in the
J luse and tho bill wen tto the President
without it.

The effect of this elimination was to
put these volunteers Into tho same cate-gory as the State mllltla so far as ex-
traterritorial service was concerned and
to make the taking of Canada wholly
the task of the regulars. For the act
of 17U2 had put every man of militaryage In the country into the mllltla.

Ithout specific relief trom this ob-
ligation to the mllltla every man who
enlisted' Mi the regulars or volunteers In
opposition to the command ot his gov-
ernor made himself liable to be charged
with desertion.

With conditions what they were It was
certain that home of tho sticklers forstilct construction of the Constitution
would bestir themselves to make all
the trouble they could when tho time
came to use the m'litia.

And they did so withou the least de-
lay. Congress authorized the President
to call out 100,000 mllltla. It was the
Intention of the Government to use part
of this force to icllcve tho regulars In
the sea coast fortifications so that thevmight join the forco intended for the
Canadian operations.

But without waiting to hce what was
to be done with the remainder the gov-
ernors of two States, Massachusetts and
Rhode Island, raised objections to de-
taching their troops, and Governor Grls-wol- d.

of Connecticut, refused point
blank.

The general gtound of objection was
that wtille the Constitution gave to tho
President the right to call out the mllltla
to enforce the laws, suppress Insurrec-
tion and repel invasions, It did not vest
in him the power to determine when any
or all of such emergencies existed.

The supreme coui t of Massachusetts
held that that power lested with the
governor of the State. In Rhode Island
a council called by the governor gave
the same decision The Connecticut
council of State held the same view.

Some of the States also questioned the
right of the Piesldent to assign officers
of the tegular army to command bodies
of troops which were composed in part
or In whole of mllltla. This went to the
matter of oiganizlng a corps, division
or brigade out of leglments from differ-
ent States and nutting them all under
command of a tegular officer.

Almost Paralyzed
Government's Efforts.

The action of these Stai.es served tcm-potarl- ly

almost to paralyze the efforts
of tho Government to raise the troops
necessary to make a beginning of hos-
tilities, and to place garrisons in the
liumetous frontier posts, where, under
the stiictest construction of the Cons-tl-- j

union, the militia were liable to serve
in ordtr to prevent or repel invasion of
Limed states teirltory.

The question of the right of the Presi
dent to determine when an emergency
existed such as to give him the right to
call out the militia, under the Consti-
tution, was not settled finally for fltten
yiMio. Then a decision of the United
States Supieme Court declared that that
power clearly rested solely with tne
i'lesldcnt.

There was great division of popular
fet.'iiUment about the war. especially in
New England. Many of the people sup- -

ported tho governors In their refusal to
detach militia or in placing obstacles In
the way. In Salem whence a memorial
had been sent to Congress, early in the
struggle, saying that while the men of
that town loved peace they would not
shrink from war, a petition had been
framed protesting against the dcclara-

about when
the die

Uast. In many other .Massachusetts
towns pinuc "e,'V';''"ItlOUIILe UlC VV a T. lUWlOUMI i
llarly a struggle tor New England In-

tel ests.
other Massachusetts towns con-

tributed their full shale, and several of
them voted special pay to such of their ,

iineti as would Join the volunteers, t
vvnn every inaucement inat was oneieu,
bounties, special pay. and offers of Gov-
ernment land, lecrultrnent waa so slow; ,

that the war opened with not one'-thlr-d

of the authorized regular army of 3fi.ini
raised and not one-twelf- th of the fAWM
volunteers,

1'lenty of men and women still living
In this i ountry remember the way In
which cry "On to Richmond" arose j

almost Immediately after opening of
the civil war. So it was In the w'ar or
1M2. Tho people had been talking so
long about taking Canada that tho
clamor for invasion began before
tioops were and even befoio
those who had been recruited had been
armed or equipped.

Henry Dearborn, Jenlor major
general the army, had diawu up
plans lor the conquest, which had beep
approved by Mr. Kustls, the Secretary
of War. a month prior to the

Dearborn himself, with the main
army, was to move Up tho Champlaln
route against Montreal, while three
separate corps wore to move, one trom
Sackett's Harbor against Kingston; one
from Niagara against Fort George, and
the third from Detroit against upper
Canada.

Western
First to Start

The western expedition was the first
to. start. Three leglments or Ohio
mllltla had been called out early In the
sluing on the plea tho territory ot
Michigan for protection against In-

dians. William Hull, governor of Mich-
igan, was made a brigadier general
and put in command this forc3, which
was augmented by the Fourth regular
Intmitry and some Kentucky militia.

When Mull reached his command at
ho found thoso ot Ins men theft

theie vvtetchedly equipped. Most ot
them weie either without arms or had
v capons uttrely unlit tor use. There
was itu powder except what tho militia-
men had brought with them. Them
weie no uniforms, and most of the
men were almost in rags, only a low
had blankets.

The army waited while the gunsmiths
of Dayton and Cincinnati tinkered up
the weapons and powder was brought
from Kentucky. Ohio people contribute!
a few blankets, and thus, half armed,
half clothed, and half Hull and tils
tattcrd?mallons started for Detroit and
the Invasion ot Canada

War had not et been declared, hut
Hull had been warned that declara -
tion would be not long delayed. He

through to Lake Krle, loaded his
.ntieruinng toots, nospuai stores
as lie had and his personal bnggage.
Inclfdlng the muster rolls ot his lorces
and his Instructions fiotn the War De-pi- n

tuient on a schoorer which he sent
up the lake, and marclud on with his
n.en lor Detiolt

But the British were Informed of the
otitbteak of hoJtllities b fore he was,
arid his si hooner wa cip'ured it Fort
Maiden, so that British had author-ttativ- o

information of what Hull was
about

Isaac Brock, the CanadlRn comma4- -

cr, and Sir George Prevost, the Kot-ctn- or

general, began to hustle. By vig-
orous measures they suppressed the
American sympathizers anion their
people and hurried troops for waul to
the support of the 'western position'.

There wero only about 4,600
regulars In all Canada when the war
begun, but they gathered recruits and
stirred up the Indians r.s much as pos
sible, and made up by energy, prompt
ncss, and rcsoiuticn what they lacnea
In numerical strength.

Hull crossed over from Detro't, sat
down at Sandwich, and Issued a procla-
mation Inviting the Canadians to Join
him. A few did so, and while he waited
for more Brock emo up w'th troops.
Hull had D2fl ftgulirs and about 1,500
mllltla. Brock had 320 regulars, 409

mllltla. and about COO Indians.
Hull Fell Back
To Detroit.

The Indians had cut Hull's com-
munications with Ohio and he fell back
to Detroit. Brock followed, and In the
middle i.f August Hull Inglorloirly sur-
rendered his entire force without hav-
ing fired a shot. Thus ended first
move In the much vaunted "capture of
Canada."

In his own Justification Hull explained
and complained that the conduct of the
mllltla had bjen mutinous. Some qf the
Ohio men refused to cross into Canada
and others had refused to march until
compelled to do so by tho regulars.
There Is no doubt that the whole force
of mllltla was undls-clpllnce- d.

Insubordinate, and unreliable.
Of course wrath and Indignation over

the disgrace blazed among the people,
coupled with the well grounded fear
that the defeat would be folowed by
Increased activity among tho Indians.

An expedition of 4.000 Kentucky
mounted mllltla. under General Hopkins,
was started off as soon as poslble to
hold the Indians in check. It reached
Fort Harrison, where Terrc Hau,te now
stands. In October, and soon marcheo
towatd the Indian villages.

On the 4th day of March It met a
prairie fire and stopped. Tho next day,
despite the orders and entreaties of
officers, tho men determined to go hoint.
and did so, without having encountered
the enemy.

Meanwhile another force was sather-In- c
to bo commanded liv Henry

Harrison, the hero of Tippecanoe. There
was great enthusiasm over this propo-
sition, and volunteers and mllltla came
forward In greater numbers than were
needed. Three columns were organized

one of and Tennessee mlll-
tla. ono of men from Virginia, and one
of Pennsylvania mllltla.

Their destination was tho rapids of the
Maumee, but It was not reached be-
cause the Kentucky column became mu-
tinous, and Virginia column, after a
small fight with Indians, refused to
oliev orders and returned to camp. That
ended the campaign, and Harrison was
forced to wait for reorganization before
attempting further movements.

Meantime Dearborn was dawdling at
Albany, ostcnslblv collecting forces for
his attempt on Montreal. According to
the plan for simultaneous Invasion of
Canada from four separate points Dear-
born should have been moving on Mon-
treal when Hull crossed from Detroit.
Hut Instead of doing that Dearborn
concluded an armistice with Prevost,
news having resched him that the
British government had lcsctnded the
ulders In council.

The armistice was disapproved
Washington, and all It accomplished was
illaster to the Americans. For It hsld
back possible merlcnji advance in tho
east and left the way clear for General
Brock, after the surrender of Hull, to
hurry to Fort George snd prepare to
meet the thteatened Invasion from Buf-
falo and Niagara.
Many Wanted Shoes;
All Wanted Pay.

(Jen Stephen Van of tho
New Tork mtlttln. was in command at
Niagara, Gen. Alexander Smyth of tho!
regulars at Buffalo. In August, when
Brock was capturing Hull at Detroit,
and the way was open for movement
from Niagara. Van Rensselaer had few
er than iW) men, "many without shoes
and all clamorous for pay.

It was not until October that he had
force enough to warrant action, and
,nen then his Judgment was against
moving until r tinner preparation couiu
lie made. He then had 900 regulars and
2,270 mllltla.

The militia were clamorous for action.
and Intimated to Van Rensselaer that
thev would charge him with cowardice
lr )l0 ju ,lot rder a movement. Ho

in,,,,,, suie nowadays have seen the
, Ceneral Brock that stands

near Queenstown. He earned that
statue with his life on this occasion.

The attack u In command of Solo-
mon Van Rensselaer, a cousin of the
general, who had nerved In the regular
army. It was participated in Dy regu- -
Iais and mllltla. rno regulars, t

":?"';: VL?B.ecl,.J?Is.m ., ...rS.,,!.r'" " 'K'rr ?" ,h'A 1,1)1. l'art,,;tter1, mintlThntf "'"'"""i PtS detached
The"r ,1' engagement vic- -

tnrv was comnlete
Then Brock, who was at Fort George,

fm-ti,n- r down the. Niagara river, hurried" r.i. '..,wit, a Buosiaiiimi -- '""-
IIieilL OL rCKIIIMIS Ullli limiting.
Van Rensselaer, wounded four times,
sent back for to meet
this new nttack. General Van Rensse-
laer, having crossed to the Canadian
side to take measures for fortifying the
new poi'ltion, now returned to the
American side to hasten the

forward.
Militia Refused
To Go To Aid.

But the mllltla who had compelled
him to make tho attack against his
Judgment, who had seen their fellows
win the llrst victory and who now saw
Brock's men coming to renew the k,

absolutely refused to go to the
iiMrtlntmicc of their comrades.

Van Rensselaer and some of his offi-

cers "urged the men by every consider-
ation to pass over, but In vain." The
"nnlor of the unengaged troops had en
tirely subsided," he says, in his report
of affair. "The brave men who had
gained the victory. exhausted of
strength and ammunition, and grieved
at tho unnardonablo neglect of their
fellow soldiers, gave up tho conflict

One-thir- d of the Idle men might
have saved all."

John Armstrong, who soon afterward
became Secretary of War. says In his
"Notices of tho War of 1812" that "the
omission to ascertain, previously to the
adoption of the. prolect, the political
sentiment of the mllltla on the ques-
tion of Invasion" was an "error of great
magnitude" the part of Van Rensse-
laer.
.The American loss was 250 killed and

wounded, and 700 captured. Including,
some SCO "skulkers and cowards who
had been crouching at tho river's edgo
all day." The British lost sixteen killed
and sixty-nin- e wounded out of a total
force of about 1,100, slightly more than
the total force of Americans that cross-
ed the river.

As in the West nn effort was made at
once to retrieve this disaster. Van
Rensselaer, disgusted at the behavior
nt tbe militia, asked to be rel'eved. and

I command devolved upon Smyth, of
the regulars, lie issued a bombastlo
proclamation caning on uie men or ixew
York to rally to his standard and "con
quer or die."

They icspondod o well that In a
month he had 4,5ft) men. But they
neither conquered nor died. Twice he set
them In motion for the Canadian side,
and twice, before they had gone be-
yond sound of his voice, he recall-
ed them. The second fiasco so Infur-- t

ted the men that thev threatened per-
sonal violence upon Smvth.

General Porter publ'cly called him a
coward. Smyth asked for leave, got it,
p.id went m his borne In Virginia
There he found that Madison had

tlon. ivielded and directed an attack on
It was to be forwarded yueenstown. Thousands of people who

news ennm that tho had beenl... vi.,,,r., kiih n(i ri,in down tile
meetings

But
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stricken his name from the rolls ot thearmy.
Such was the end of the second move

for the "capture of Canada." No at-
tempt was made to move from 8ack-ett- 's

Harbor, tho third point of depar-
ture in the "simultaneous movement"
program., Dearborn dawdled all sum-
mer at Albany. By tho tlmo ho had
collected 6,000 troops, regulars and
mllltla, tho Admlnlstrat'.on and the
War Department seemed to have for
gotten him and the ambitious schcino
with which hostilities opened.

Dearborn, unmolosted by orders, '

moved up Dakc Champlaln and camped
near the Canadian line. Tho attention
of the British was focused at tho
western end of Lake Ontario. The way
to Montreal lay open. But when tho
leisurely Dearborn reached the border
nearly all of the 3,000 mllltla with him
refused to cross the line. One company
did march right up to the line, but
there It halted. Then Dearborn fell
back and went Into winter quartet's at
Burlington and Plattsburg.

That was tho end of that year 1812
of the hopeful BChcmo of taking Can
ada with which the war had opened..)
iseariy to.'joo mllltla had becrt called Into
service at one time or another during
the year. Tho regulars and "proclama-
tion volunteers" numbered about 15,000,
making the total American forces at
least 66.000. This included 208 mllltla
from Massachusetts and none from Con-
necticut.

Reports of the Rrltlsh strength arc
meager and conflicting. The largest
number reported Is 2,314: the smallest,
1,200. Theso figures are for upper Can-
ada, and do not cover the force then
at Montreal, which Dearborn might
have faced If he could have persuaded
himself and his mllltla to move actoss
the border.

The year 1812 was not entirely one of
disaster to the Americans, however. On
land the record of disgrace is monot-
onously dismal. But at sea glory
enough was won. The despised and be-
littled navy performed exploits that
filled the Americans with enthusiasm
and the British with astonishment and
aismay.

In the United States the feeling of
naval inferiority was so pronounced at
the opening of the war that Madison
and his Cabinet twice resolved to order
the ships dismantled and turned Into
harbor defense batteries.

It was chiefly the vigorous Insistence
of Captain Balnbrldgn and Captain
Stewart which overcame this timidity

n the part of the Government. Noth-
ing but complete ignoiance of the navy
and of the abilities of the Ameilcan
sallonnen could have permitted such a
resolution to be adopted by tho authoil-tle- s

at Washington. They had not com- -

Srehended the things that had passed
eyes during the preceding

ten years.
In that Period the foundations for a

great naval supremacy hail been laid.
The troubles with France and the Bar-
bery pirates had given to our little navy
the inestimably valuable training of ac-

tual war experience. It was In large
measure responsible for tho development
of resource and Ingenuity among those
commanders who won Imperishable
tame In the struggle with Great Britain.

Hut, more than that, the long con-
test with both Kngjnnd and France In
the effort to maintain our commerce
afloat despite their orders In conni II and
their decrees had developed not onlv a
class of sallormen far superior In dar-
ing, skill, and Invention to those of
Great Britain; It had produced a class
of ships vastly better calculated to meet
the new emeigcncy than anything ever
seen on the inner Mae or me Atlantic.
The Americans had become the best
shlpbulldrs of tho world, and they built ,

the best ships.
i

United States
Prepared on Sea.

hor nearly ten years the only defense
against capture by British or French
that the average American skipper had
was tho speed of his ship and his own
nhllltv In nutaaJl his enemies. The. re
Milt was that the American vessels wero
built on speed lines, earned sail ac-
cordingly, and their officers and men
were trained In handling and maneuver-
ing them.

In other words, the United States was
prepared for war at sea so far as per-
sonnel went, but was utterly unpin-pare- d

for it on land. And that tact
had entirely escaptd tho notice of the
Government or the men in i 'nngresa
who so eagerly advocated war and
prattled about the captum of "i anada
and tho rich province to tho east warn
11 In one. of tho best lessons on "pre
paredness" to be found In the. history
of the nation.

There weie So.'O) or WOT of thee,
hardy, experienced sailor men in the
American merchant marine when the
war of 1M2 legan The exigencies or

tho service were such that wages had
ils?n to the point where many men
qualified to command were working as
sailors before the mast. The men wei
rcrtdy. Only ships were needed.

The navy could not furnish the ships.
Its entire strength at the 'opening of tho
war consisted of sixteen frigates, cor-
vettes, brigs, and sloops. There wnsn t
a lo ship In the list. Three
of the, frigates, the United States, (

and President, mounted lorty-lou- r
guns each. Three others, the l

Congress, and Chesapeake,
mounted thirty-eig- ht guns each. Ihe
others ranged lroin thirty-tw- o guns
down to twelve.

There weie precisely WO officers In the
service and 5.2.V) enlisted men. of whom
"rtt were assigned to duty in the six
navy yards, on tho gunboats, in lorts.
or on 'the lakes.

This was the navy. Besides there
wero IRr. gunboats built out of the new
fM'proprlafon and. fifteen pi ov louslv
constructed. They were all of the pat-

tern so favored by Jefferson and In-

volved a total cxpendlturo of approxi-
mately $1,000,000, all of which was
wasted.

British Failed
To Catch Craft.

It was true that this navy could not
hope to contend, fleet for licet, witn tho
British navy. There wero more than
enough British ahlps to
destroy our entire force, without In-

volving a single frigate or smaller ves-

sel But lo destroy tho Americana, the
British battleships had llrst to catch
them, and there thev failed.

Tho Americans uniformly outsailed
and outmaneuveied the cnenp, anu
when they fought It was when they had
como up with a single British tnlp and
had an equal chance. Once, indeed,
Isaac Hull. In the Constitution, fell In
with a British fleet, and by sheer au-

dacity and skill got away without being
forced into action.

And on another occasion, after the
elghteen-gu- n sloop Wasp had capttned
the British brig Frolic, .twenty-tw- o

irons it aaa overhauled by the seventy- -

four.gun battleships Polctlers while
clearing awav tho wreckage of the first
battle, and forced to surrender.

Despite the. swarm of British warships
that hung along our coast, our naval
vessels, one by one, managed to slip
through the blockade and get to sea.
There they began Immediately to In-

flict enormous damage upon the com-
merce of the enemy. And, almost with-
out exception, whenever they fell in
with a single British Bhlp of war they
captured It. The unexpected compen-
sation thus furnished for the disasters
on land was all tho more grateful to tho
distressed republic.

And while the navy was thus humb-
ling the pride of the British on Ihe sea
another agency was work ng havoc with
their shlpp'ng. Now the men whose
ships and seaborne commerce had Been
harried for so long with immunity by
the Ungllsh had their opportunity for
sweet revenge, and they took It lo the
full. They fitted out privateers in
swarms.

The swift sailing ships that had been
built to run away from British war-
ships were now armed and sent to sea
to prey on British commerce Manned
by the same daring and skillful sa lors
who had been accustomed to evade tho
English cruisers, they covered th
routes of British trade and swooped
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down on the lumbering merchantmen
wlui precision and uispatch.
Very Home Waters
of England Invaded.

l.iuu,aieu oy uie r.cn, rewards of
privateering tnese commerce

Invaded tne very home waters
oi i no BrltiHii and ircaied sucn a panic
mat iMigianu lusuianco companies re-
fused to issue policies on cuitfues even
at loss lilt) n.sh tiiuunel.

mused lime ana again by British war-
ships ilic pnvaieeis uitnool alwuys suc
ceeded in escaping, owing to superior
npeuu ana rnuaieriui balling ab.lity ot
ineir cummanuer. one oi tnem tooa
iwentv-Uirt- i) puzcB in tne ingilsii chan-
nel, and was cnaSed 'sixteen tlmra hv
lintlsn wai snips, getting safciy away
each time.

'J Ho piivatccia became so bold lhatthey did not hesitate to attuxA. mer-
chantmen eve.i when under tne convoy
of a licet of warships. I'oi sucn exploits
they railed In couples. Slgnting a con-
voy wuh a lunii)ci,ng snipat tho head and a filgate at the tearof the column, and wuh one or twoother vesMild on each side, the priva-tee- is

wouiu separate and one wouldswoop down oii ihe merchantmen.
Uf tourse, the warships would glvw

chase. Away would go the speedyprlvaUer with tho lumbering enemy fullsail urtcr him. Then the other priva-
teer would run in and cut mil a i,rli
or two and make off with the spoils.I.vcntually. when It had escaped fiom!Its pursueis. the llrst privateer wounl I

irimii una join us partner for th di-
visions of the price Again and againthis sort or thing happened until tlrij
British shippers in frantic race de- -
uounced the incompetency of their navy
L'liei, KovrMment for permitting

Hrmih e,?M V,,ni R.Put the help it. They
were niii'iy oiuciadsen. Tne Irnllh f
with the British liavv-- was V.that It wasr.ot ready for the kind of warfare thatwas Hound to le waged as a result ofthe expenem.es of the preced nx tenyears.

Thev had not realized tbee il.i.lnn.iiH.ntf, any more thfin the
h--i cm niw. i nere is no real ex- -

''J'" "e tor either. Both knew er- - well,',-- American merchantmen had beenrunning nwav trom ami outsailing hrlt- -
in , mr years, uotn governments
Knows, nunoumi the Bhltlsh probablv
would not admit it, that the American
Mtllnrs wem tho best afloa. The Amer
icans simply Dragged about that fact,

made no Use of It In the war. The
Biltlsh ignored It to their tremendous
cost.

This failure to emplay the superb
equipment for naval warfare that was
leady at hand cost the Americans dear-I- v

In the war of 1512 Warships wer
easy to build in those days, It took

a short lime to construct a scvcnt-four-gu- n

ship of the line.
We had tbe men to man and com-

mand them, bold, confident, daring,
skillful. lesourceful, the masters of
the enemy In every point of the trade
We knew how to build the ships
In the world. Alt that was needed was
to build them and send out In the serv-Ir- e

of the nation the thousands of In-

trepid sailors who were left to fit out
their own privateers and cruise at their
risk for their Individual profit.

Would Have Kept
Foe's Navy Away.

Such a course could have kept the
Kngllsh navy off the coasts
and tnado the taking of Canada easily
possible. And It would have saved tre
mendous expendltuic of men and money
and ended the war with credit lo the
United States.

It Is not material here to repeat the
dreary tale of reverses and disgraces
that befell our arms on land during
the two cars that followed the first
ingloilous attempts to take Canada.
One general after , another failed and
disappeared from the list of army com-
manders. Tho Cabinet was recast and
new Secretaries of War and the navy
came Into replace Kustls and Hamilton.

But the change wrought no Improve-
ment. Hero and there some small suc-cehr- f1

on land served for the moment to
revivj- - xinklng spirits that followed
tbe Heady recurrence of disgraceful de-
feat. But as i rule only the nevy kept
the banner aloft with credit.

Of course, the navy suffered some re-

vet ses, as when unfortunate frigate
Chesapeake, that once before had struck
Its colors to a British warship, met the
frigate Shannon off Boston and was
compelled to surrender, despite the Im-
mortal command of the dying captain,
Lawrence: "Don't trlve up tho ship."

A cloud of Kngllsh frigates and bat-
tleships blockaded the coast from Maine
to the Virginia capes. They landed men
almost at will, harried the coast towns,
bumed and pillaged as they liked, laid
tribute, and generally conducted their
operations without Bemblance of effec-
tive opposition.

The few ships of our navy mo-nage-

occasionally to to sea for a cruiso.
hut much of the Hrrte they were held
useless In port. One. tho frigate Essex,
under Capt. David Porter, a cruise
to the Pacific that will be memorable as
long as American history Is told.

On land, too, the navy made success
possible and saved defeat. It was the
wonderful victory of voung Perry on
Lake Erie that opened the way for Har-
rison's icnewal of Invasion of upper
Canada, which ended In tho utter defeat

overthrow of Proctor at tho battle
of the Thames,

And It was the Indomitable courage
and skill of Macdonongh on Lake Cham-
nlaln that destroyed the British fleet
under Downle and compelled Sir George
Prevost to retreat from Plattsburg with
his armv of 11.000 Kngllsh veterans Just
when they were getting In motion for
the attack that would certainly havo
overwhelmed the feeble force of Ameri-
cans.

In 1R13. after the disastrous defeat of
Winchester at Frenchtown, Harrison re-

organized his shattered forces nnd con-
tinued the effort on upper Canada. But
It was not until the British fleet on
Lake Erie had been destroyed that he
was able to push his operations to a
successful close

Then a characteristic thing happened.
The mllltla went homo and the twelve
months' volunteers were dlscharred.
Unner Canadi was abandoned and Har
rison with his regulars sailed from De-

troit for Buffalo.
In the center, along the Niagara, there

were some successes. Dearborn, wl'.h
1 700 men captured York (now Toronto),
destroyed the town, and set glre lo the
two houses of aosemblv, a niece of van-
dalism for which the United States paid
very dear!;' before the war wns ended
although It was promptly disavowed bv
Dearborn himself.

Poop afterward tho British attacked
3acklf' Harbor It wss defended hv
a small force of regulars and mllltla

under Jacob Brown. The mllltla fired
once And fled, but the regulars held
their ground repulsed the British
with about a 26 per cent loss.

Attack Against
Montreal Planned.

Tho main artillery effort of the year
was to be against Montreal. James
Wilkinson, who had been couit-marttal--

for- - complicity with Aaron Burr,
commanded about 8,000 regulars and
was to move from Lake Ontario down
the St. Iawrence. Wade Hampton,
with about 6,000 regulars, was to move
from Ijike Chamnlaln.

Both were Incompetent, besides which
they were extremely Jealous and hated
eacn other cordially. Hampton got
across tho border and on Chateatigay
creek mot about 800 Canadian ml'.ltla
and Indians, of whom only about half
were engaged. Those 400 handled' him
so roughly that he forthwith abandon-
ed the enterprise and returned to
Plattsburg.

Wilkinson got part way down the
river. At a place .called Chrystler's
Fields his advance corps, numbering
about 1,660 men, met a force of S00 Brit-
ish regulars, Inticnched. After a fight
lasting two hours. In which the Ameri-
cans lost nearly 350 men without dis-
lodging the British, Wilkinson gave up,
took his men off the field, and sum-
moned a council of war. which decided

Jio abandon the attack on Montreal and
go Into winter quarters.

This an American column of about
13,000 men, mostly regulars, although
newly recruited, was prevented from
driving home Its attack by a British
force that did not number more than
2,000 regulars, mllltla, and Indiana all
told.

One of Hampton's excuses was the
action of Governor Chittenden of Ver-
mont In ordering a brigade of Vermont
mllltla which was with Hampton to re-

turn "within the territorial limits of
thsjr own brigade."

To their credit tc It said the mllltla
did not obey. Their officers replied
that thev were now under the orders of
the President of the United States and
the only result of the governor's procla-
mation would be to up mutiny and
sedition among the men.

Had Things All
Their Own Way.

While events were occurring the
British wero having things entirely their
own way In the Chesapeake. Early In
March a licet under 'Admiral Cockburn
entered the bay. Admiral Warren soon
came with other ships and took com-

mand. They sailed up to the mouth of
the Susquehanna river and dest'oyed
Governn stores and a gieai aeai oi
private property, occupying numerous
towns w Ilh small detachments and levy
ing tribute of supplies of one kind and
another.

Hordes of American mllltla were
scrambled topethrr In various places

,
-! ... nl..ltnH , 4U II...lance hivi iieeinn iu bih:i";i u ihk ma.

sic of advance
One distinct success came to the

Americans. Warren, having gono to
Bermuda and brought back 2.6V)

attempted to take Norfolk
the Oosport navy yard. T.ho at-

tempt was blunderingly managed, and,
although he had a force of 2.500 men
engaged In It, was badly beaten by
about KM) American mllltla and sailors
He vented his spleen for the defeat by
Inking and destroying the town of
Hampton.

At the close of the year. Instead of
having taken Canada, a Erltlsh force
held Fort Niagara. We had captured
one British force of about Srt) men at
the Thames, and had succeeded in the
hasty and disgraceful raid on Tork.
But retreat had followed each of theso
Miccess.es as well as the numerous

As In 1812. It wns tho navy and the
privateers who Inflicted real damage on
the enemy and kept-th- e Kngllsh alive to
the fact that they were engaged In a i

leal war with the United States.
From their experiences in Chesapeake

bav and elsewhere along the -- oast, the,
Tirltlnh mltrht have concluded tlmt tltere i

was nel'her npirlt nor fighting amnty in
the Americans.

More than ftl.OOO mllltla were called out
from Delaware. Maryland, Virginia,
North Carolina, and the District of Co-
lumbia, who spent the'r time In watch-In- r

the doings of the 2.600 British regu
lars and marines under Warren and i

ostensibly resist these depredations.
But a very
tho fiddler crab consisting
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Not a single cherK. save that at .Nor -

folk, was Inflicted upon the Brlt'sh by
thls unorganized horde. All told these
were 1?,03b regulars in service that ;, ear
and an aggregate of mllltla was
called out.

1812 Opens With
More Legislation.

The year 1S14 opened with more legis-
lation to increase the regular army, the
paper aggregate of which was raised to

2,773 men. But despite tho fact that the
bounty was tripled and 320 acres of land
given to each man instead of 160, re-
cruitment was not materially Increased.

In the closing months of the .vear. In
fact, the army decreased by more than
6,0ft) men, due chiefly to desertion.

Operations were begun early to drive
the British out of our territory. They
still occupifd Fort Niagara, which they
had taken In the fall before. The Amer-
icans, .under Jacob Brow-- and Wlntleld
Scott, who commanded a forco almost
wholly composed of regulars, conducted
a creditable campaign, gaining the vic-
tory of Chippewa and fighting the drawn
battle of I.unily'a Iane, where 3.000 men
held off a British force of 6.000, our loss
being 74S and the British loss S7S.

In March, Wilkinson, with 4,000 regu-
lars, crossed the boundary and headed
at length toward Montreal. Straight-
way ho came en a small force of British
posted a stone mill. Ho assaulted,
was repulsed with a loss of 154 men, and
fell back nn Plattsburg, where he was
soon relieved of command and the move
on Montreal Intrusted to General Izaiil.

John Armstrong, Secretary or War.
concluded to start tho new expedition
from Sackett's Harbor, and sent Izard
there with most of his force, leaving
General Macomb ln command at Platts-
burg.

In September, Prevost. the Canadiangovernor general, at the head l.tno
veterans of the Spanish peninsula, came
down to Macomb. But MacDonough
saved the day by destroying the rlePt
upon which Prevost relied to maintain his
communications and supplies, nnd the
Canadian halted his men as the-- - wera
advancing to the attack and immedi-
ately returned to Canada.

ended the attempt on Canada.
We, had fniled In every move whan the
British defending force was small audi
utterly Inadequate to withstand a reso- -
lute attack. Now that it had been so i

further effort was out of
the question.

Crowning Disgrace
JDrawing Near. 4

Moreover. the British were giving the
7 !

Americans nniDle cause to concentrate
their attention elsewhere. Tho crown- -

Ing disgrace of tne whole disgraceful
series was aoout to occur.

Utterly unwarned hv .the perforniancen
of thn British In Chesapeake Bay ln
1813, the Government at Washington
never suspected the possibility of
danger to the National Capital. Not a
finger liad been lifted tn prepare for its i

defense. No fortifications wero con-
structed, no forces assembled, and no
supplies of arms and munitions collect-
ed. It seems not to have entered the
head of any man In Washington thst
snvthing should bo done to make the
Crnltnl "ecu re.

In the spring Warren and Cock
bum were back ln the Chesapeake wlU

their ships and a force of regulars un-d-

Oencral Boss. At once the oldgame of harry Ins; the bay shoie was
renewed. Baltimore became excited
and made some preparation for defense,
but It was not until June that It occur-
red to the Administration thst rfny-'.'"- K

wa." necessary for tho protection
of Washington.

Then President Madison presented to
the Cabinet a statement showing thatthere were only 2.208 troops In the wholedistrict In which tho Capital was sltu-?- i!

. The,e were scattered about aprompt concentration was Impo.iht
Napoleon was at Elba and Englandwas free to send its veteran trnnnii in

America. Reports came that thousandsem already were on the way.
Madison and the Cabinet were panic
BtZ'cke.' They resolved' to call out
?n? ?T 3',900, mll"la to be stationed near
i,i:. P!ta1, Rnd t0 ,,ave "'ore

h.Y i fnarch at a moment's notice."
iiil ?aB, a favr!te plan In those dss,?" w.ed ln the Interest of economy,

HM JC "suit that the mllltla rarelv
,nJ0,,,1 '"?tll the emergency was

? "nd. damage they were to pre-vent had been done.
liTVctilvU.ivas cltcment and fever-comSii.- hi

,ue?' ,,ut nothing was acwas worth while. A
il?,W """"ST district was r8ta.llshed
Vt" 'hrJh0 !?,"rar"1 of eneral Winder.a force of

dalarw"asBCaB,i.terCd V" &"-&- "
But there was the mllltla, and tn july"invll, w.ao "e"t to certain governors

them to hold u, oc, ..,
9j.(p00 mllltla "In rcadlnegg for immediater' ..A week latPr Winder was au-
thorized "In case of actual or menacedInvasion" to call out S.noo menMaryland. 2.000 from the District of

2.000 from Virginia, and 6.000
from Pennsylvania In all 15.000. Madi-
son wanted 3,000 or 4.000 brought togeth-
er Immediately and camped between
Baltimore and Washington. Winder re-
ported that out of the call for the full
number he might get 2,000.

Motley "Army"
Finally Assembled.

On August 13 Winder reported that he
could not get more than 1,000 men from
Maryland, and recommended a call for
the mllltla en masse. This was approv-
ed, and the call Issued on August 20.
On August 24 the motley "army" thus
produced numbered 5.401 men. of whom
400 were regulars, U00 marines and twen-
ty sailors.

Winder described them as "auddenly
assembled, without organization, dis-
cipline, or officers of the least knowl-
edge of service." Vet their business
was the defense of the National Capi-
tal. That same day they wero put to
the ttst, and fled shamefully.

While Madison, his Cabinet, and gen-
eral were thus rattling around in panic,
knowing neither where to turn nor what
to do, Cockburn and Boss were leisure-
ly taking their way toward Washington
They sailed up the Patuxont rivet,
landed at Benedict, marched llgltl-hearted-

up a fine shady road to No-
ttingham, and theie paused to consldn
whether they would strike Washington
or Baltimore.

The choice falling oil Washington,
they swung over to Upper Marlboto
and advanced toward Bladcnsbur..'.
Winder raced back and forth, uncer-
tain whether to go Into Washington oi
face the issue somewhere on the road.
Madison. James Monroe, the Secretaty
of State; Armstrong, the Secretary or
War: Jones, secretary of the Navy, and
the other Cabinet officers, were with
the troops.

Winder had Just about concluded lo
hold his forco at the bridge" over the
eastern branch of the Potomac when
the news came that was on the
Bladensburg road. Instantly tho whole
body, of Americans commenced a rain
for that point.

The comic opera army of militia,
regulars, sailors, marines, cabinet of-
ficers, generals, and the president of
the United States hot footed It across
country to Bladensburg. and Just as the
leading men reached that position the

'head of the British column appeared.
Tho British hesitated not an Instant

They charged straight at the Ameri- -

Ln center. At the first volley the
American mllltla broke and fled, sweep-Iti- c

President, Cabinet, and all along
with them.

A mile In the rear of Bladensburg
Captain Barney of the navy, who was
In command of some Jeffersonlan gun-
boats stationed at Washington, was
was hurrying to the field with a small

.. .. ..S... 1.- 1- - 1 SI.... ,..1.....

in the dismaying him or his men
ti0 posted his guns on n hilltop snd

n,ade readv to sive the onrushlng Brlt- -

)i, a warm recept'on. So well did he
do it that for a time the pursuit whs
stopped. Then the British, who out-
numbered him overwhelmingly, swept
around both his flanks and attacked him
In the rear. Still he held on until struck
down. Then his men, after some of
them had been baoneted at their guns,
gave way and fell back.
U7na rln All 4kf aa vicoi rkii ntc
Way To Capital.

The British force engaged In the fight
did not number 1,600. The way was now
clear for them directly into Washington.
The panic-stricke- n Americans, Presi-
dent, Cabinet, nnd army alike, raced
back to Ihe Capital and stayed there
until the head of the British column ap-
peared; then they resumed their fight,
scattering in different directions.

Tho British, at their leisure and un-
molested, burned the Capitol and the
White House, destroyed a number or
buildings n the city, including the of-
fice of the National Intelligencer, n
newspaper that had made sport or
Admiral Cockburn, burned thp navy
yard and destroyed nil the stores they
could find, and then, after twenty-fou- r
hours of undisputed possession of tho
American Capital, marched all night
back to Marlboro and the next day re-
turned aboard ship.

A little later made an attempt
on Baltimore ln which he was killed,
nnd soon after that Cockburn sailed forJamaica, to assist ln tho expedition
against New Orleons.

So ended th chmntigns of 1S14. and
lth tho exception of the battle of New

Orleans, tho military operations of thowar of 1812. Tn that year 46,46") mllltlawere called out in New York for opera-
tions olonc the Canadian frontier. Morn
than KO.OOft wero called out from Penn-slvanl- a,

Maryland, and Virginia to re-
pel the Invasion of 2.6m Rrltish along
the Chesapeake, and did their ilutv so
Inclorlously th-v- t the Nntloml Capital
was captured and sacked binned, ns the
British snld, in retaliation for the burn-ing of York, the caplHl of upper Can-
ada hv the troops under Dearborn theyear before.

Thus nil tb3 foivUv cberlbnl 'hemesfor the conouest of Panndn. vvhleti .
to be taken by " few volunteers andmllltla." ended with the. dest-uctl- ofthe National Capitol ond the
mnnslon and the disgraceful evidence ofour utter unnrepnrednesa for the wnrtt the country had known for sevenyesrs wes bound to come.

'n all the war of 112 onlv two ensnge- -
J"'" m" '""'' st""' "t "s worthr W

with nrlrie lrrn8, one was that nt I.undvs ifltS
snd the other was Andrew Jnokson'B
""'inninr nersnnal trltimnh nt Now or- -
'''i". Th"rn he ni't the flower or the

i"i--- e or eninclon veterans, under
Sir FMwnrd Pakcpham

In 1S14 n In tbe nrevlous years, th"navv nnd the nrlvntsersmei continued
to win uie nppiiuse and the gratitude
ef tbe nnt'on 'To he mrc Porter lostti,e Ksev ter n memorNe crulo nndt. p,.eadent n "ith i power'll!
in'indron ia vve .Iskci Bui the vic-
tor of alone more th i

eemnenil ted, OP'' l'e"A V'er ether
nt ui"! ' nd the ntvjUers car-ri- d

ter-n- r 3 nd iVsmnj Into the heart of
everv British shipper.

(Copyright. 1913. by O. K. Davis.)

lock ranged he furn. who hesHpeake olhorwlll(, uselessHt W.U f?.m Lhr lrKlnlft l'pos
river.
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